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    OVERVIEW

This English Language Master’s Program Helps Teachers Earn a Degree and ELL or ESL Endorsement




 

Are you passionate about helping diverse students develop speaking, writing, reading, and listening skills in English as a second language? Are you eager to support the academic achievement of English language learners? If you're already a licensed teacher and are ready to enhance your offering and meaningfully impact the lives of students, a graduate program in English Language Learning could be the perfect fit for you. A master's in ESL can be instrumental in helping you connect with different students, become a better educator, and change your classroom and community for the better. ELL and ESL endorsements give you knowledge and credentials to enhance classroom learning for different students, making you a teacher who can make a difference.

This English as a second language master's program is a direct path to an ELL or ESL certification, preparing you to make a difference for individual students, diverse classrooms, and entire communities. You'll graduate from this online ESL master's program with the content knowledge, teaching skills, cultural background, and field experience you'll need to become a valuable educator. WGU’s Master's program in English Language Learning is nationally recognized by the Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) International Association.



* This online ESL master's degree can lead to an endorsement in ELL or ESL, but only in those states that have such endorsements. The specific grade levels you will be eligible to teach depend on your state’s licenses and endorsements.
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    62% of graduates finish within

17 Months*

Use your experience as an educator to your advantage. WGU lets you move more quickly through material you already know and advance as soon as you're ready. The result: You may finish faster.

*WGU Internal Data
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    Tuition per six-month term is

$3,975

Tuition charged per term—rather than per credit—helps you control the ultimate cost of your degree. Finish faster, pay less!
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    Average salary increase

$9,437*

 Graduates of this program report an average salary increase of $9,437 after completing their WGU degree.

*WGU Internal Data
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    Ready to Start Your WGU Journey?

Next Start Date: {{startdate}}

Start Dates the 1st of Every Month
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    COURSES





    





    ESL/ELL Courses

Curriculum that ensures you’ve mastered the things ELL students need you to know.

Program consists of 11 courses

At WGU, we design our curriculum to be timely, relevant, and practical—all to help you show that you know your stuff.
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    WGU's online M.A. in English Language Learning degree program is an affordable, flexible path for current teachers who want to add an ELL or ESL certification or endorsement to their license (in states that have such an endorsement).

This ESL degree program is made up of the following courses, which you will typically complete one at a time as you make your way through your program, working with your Program Mentor each term to build your personalized Degree Plan. You’ll work through each course as quickly as you can study and learn the material. As soon as you’re ready, you’ll pass the assessment, complete the course, and move on. This means that you can finish as many courses as you're able in a term at no additional cost.





    




    



            

        
            
                



    
    

    WGU’s M.A. in English Language Learning (ELL) online program was designed (and is regularly updated) with input from the experts on our Education Program Council. These respected authorities know exactly what it takes for a graduate to succeed at teaching English language learners who range in age from pre-kindergarten through 12th grade.

Teacher Work Sample: The online M.A. in English Language Learning (PreK–12) degree program requires the successful completion of a teacher work sample. The work sample is a written project containing a comprehensive, original, lesson plan/unit designed to meet an identified educational need.
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    English Language Learning

    
      
  
    
      Culture

      

    

    
      Focuses on the nature and role of culture and the importance of cultural groups and cultural identity.

    

  


    
      
  
    
      Language Production, Theory and Acquisition

      

    

    
      Language Production, Theory and Acquisition focuses on describing and understanding language and the development of language. It includes the study of acquisition theory, error correction strategies, and applied phonology.

    

  


    
      
  
    
      Theories of Second Language Acquisition and Grammar

      

    

    
      Theories of Second Language Learning Acquisition and Grammar covers content material in applied linguistics, including morphology, syntax, semantics, and grammar. Students will explore the role of dialect in the classroom, the connections between language and culture, and the theories of first and second language acquisition.

    

  


    
      
  
    
      Planning, Implementing, Managing Instruction

      

    

    
      Planning, Implementing, Managing Instruction focuses on a variety of philosophies and grade levels of English Language Learner (ELL) instruction. It includes the study of ELL listening and speaking, ELL reading and writing, specially designed academic instruction in English (SDAIE), and specific issues for various grade level instruction.

    

  


    
      
  
    
      Assessment Theory and Practice

      

    

    
      Assessment Theory and Practice focuses on issues central to assessment in the ELL environment, including high-stakes testing, standardized tests, placement and exit assessment, formative and summative assessments, and making adaptations in assessments to meet the needs of ELL students.

    

  


    
      
  
    
      Professional Role of the  ELL Teacher

      

    

    
      The Professional Role of the ELL Teacher focuses on issues of professionalism for the English Language Learning teacher and leader. This includes program development, ethics, engagement in professional organizations, serving as a resource, and ELL advocacy.  

    

  


    
      
  
    
      Field Experience for ELL

      

    

    
      Field Experience for ELL is the field experience component of the English Language Learning program. In this experience, students are required to complete a minimum of 15 hours of video observations for both elementary and secondary levels. Additionally, a supervised teaching experience that is face-to-face with English language learners (ELL) according to the minimum time requirements of the student's state is required. The purpose of this course is to assess the ability of students, including their engagement in field experience activities, ability to reflect on and then plan standards-based instruction in ELL, and their ability to locate and effectively use resources for teaching ELL to meet the needs of their individual learners.

    

  


    
      
  
    
      Subject Specific Pedagogy: ELL

      

    

    
      Subject Specific Pedagogy: ELL integrates aspects of pedagogy, assessment, and professionalism in English Language Learning (ELL). A student develops and assesses aspects of language curriculum development including second language instruction, methods of second language assessment, and legal policy issues.  

    

  


    

  


    

    
      
  
    Research

    
      
  
    
      Research Questions and Literature Review

      

    

    
      The Research Questions and Literature Reviews course focuses on how to conduct a thorough literature review that addresses and identifies important educational research topics, problems, and questions, and helps determine the appropriate kind of research and data needed to answer one's research questions and hypotheses. Research Foundations is a prerequisite for this course.

    

  


    
      
  
    
      Research Foundations

      

    

    
      The Research Foundations course focuses on the essential concepts in educational research, including quantitative, qualitative, mixed, and action research. This course also teaches students concepts about measurement and assessment, as well as strategies for obtaining warranted research results. 

    

  


    

  


    
      
  
    Teacher Work Sample

    
      
  
    
      Teacher Work Sample in English Language Learning

      

    

    
      The Teacher Work Sample is a culmination of the wide variety of skills learned during your time in the Teachers College at WGU. In order to be a competent and independent classroom teacher, you will showcase a collection of your content, planning, instructional, and reflective skills in this professional assessment.

    

  


    

  


    

  



    




    



      

    


    







    

  
      

      
        



    
    
    
        
            
                



    
    

    11 Courses

Program consists of 11 courses

At WGU, we design our curriculum to be timely, relevant, and practical—all to help you show that you know your stuff.
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    Field Experience

Special requirements for this program

In addition to your online courses, you are required to complete a minimum of 15 hours of video observations at both the elementary and secondary levels. Additionally, a supervised face-to-face teaching experience with English language learners is required. (Minimum time requirements vary by state.) This experience allows for assessment of your reflection, planning, and research abilities in relation to meeting the needs of your individual students.
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    Skills For Your Résumé

As part of this program, you will develop a range of valuable skills that employers are looking for. 





    




    
        
            
                



    
    

    	Research: Collected information on research topics from multiple sources, demonstrating strong research and information gathering skills.
	Lesson Planning: Developed comprehensive and effective lesson plans based on a deep knowledge of the subject matter, ensuring the delivery of engaging and relevant content to students.
	Teaching: Provided instruction in a way that guided learners to independent skill practice, empowering students to apply their knowledge and become self-sufficient in their learning journey.






    




    



            

        
            
                



    
    

    	Differentiated Instruction: Successfully selected strategies that support differentiated instruction for students, catering to individual learning needs and styles.
	Educational Assessment: Analyzed assessment data to provide valuable and constructive feedback to all learners, promoting their growth and improvement.
	Lesson Planning: Developed instruction to meet language demands in a diverse learning environment, catering to the needs of various learners.






    




    



            

        

    



    



    



      

    


    





    



      

    


    







    

  
      

      
        



    
    


    

  
      

      
        



    
    

    “My mentor ... was phenomenal! She was my own personal cheerleader and helped me get through my worries and anxieties. All of my instructors took the time to answer my questions, reach out to see how I was doing and explain things in greater detail as some of the wording in the assignments seemed a bit vague. I don't think that I could have done this program on my own. The school, my family and my co-workers all played a role in helping me to succeed and get through all of the obstacles in my life as I was working through my program.”

—Guadalupe Payne

 M.A. English Language Learning





    




    



      

    


    





    



      

    


    







  


    

  
      

      
        



    
    


    

  
      

      
        



    
    


    

  
      

      
        



    
    



    





    WGU vs. Traditional Universities

 Compare the Difference





    







    






    

  
      

      
        



    
    
    



      

    


    






    
    
        
            
                
                    



    
    
    



                

                
            
                
                    



    
    

    Traditional Universities
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    TUITION STRUCTURE





    






    




    



                

                
            
                
                    



    
    

    Per credit hour





    




    



                

                
            
                
                
                    



    
    

    Flat rate per 6-month term





    




    



                

            

        
            
                
                    



    
    

    SUPPORT





    




    



                

                
            
                
                    



    
    

    Schedule and wait days or even weeks to meet with one of many counselors





    




    



                

                
            
                
                
                    



    
    

    Simply email or call to connect with your designated Program Mentor who supports you from day one
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    Professor led lectures at a certain time and place





    




    



                

                
            
                
                
                    



    
    

    Courses available anytime, from anywhere





    




    



                

            

        
            
                
                    



    
    

    TIME TO FINISH





    




    



                

                
            
                
                    



    
    

    Approximately 2 years, minimal acceleration options





    




    



                

                
            
                
                
                    



    
    

    As quickly as you can master the material, can finish programs in under 2 years
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    As quickly as you can master the material, can finish programs in under 2 years
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    Why WGU?
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    You Aren't On Your Own

WGU has Program Mentors who work with you from the day you start, all the way through graduation. They help you chart your courses, answer your questions, and ensure you can go through your program. You're not alone when you choose an online program at WGU.
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    Flexibility You Need

Students choose WGU for their online degree program because of its flexibility. Whether you already have a full-time job, have responsibilities as a parent, or just have a busy schedule, WGU can work for you.
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    Strong Alumni Network

When you enroll in the ESL endorsement prep program at WGU, you join an impressive network of education professionals. Over 13,000 students graduated from the Teachers College in 2021 alone, taking their skills and impacting the educational system all around the United States.
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    Accredited, Respected,

 Recognized™





    




    



      

    


    






    One important measure of a degree’s value is the reputation of the university where it was earned. When employers, industry leaders, and academic experts hold your alma mater in high esteem, you reap the benefits of that respect. WGU is a pioneer in reinventing higher education for the 21st century, and our quality has been recognized.
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    COST & TIME

A Truly Affordable ESL Master's Degree

By charging per six-month term rather than per credit—and empowering students to accelerate through material they know well or learn quickly—WGU helps students control the ultimate cost of their degrees. The faster you complete your program, the less you pay for your degree.
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            Tuition Calculator

            Pay less by completing your program faster
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    A Master's Degree Is Within Reach

There is help available to make paying for school possible for you:
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    The average student loan debt of WGU graduates in 2022 (among those who borrowed) was less than half* the national average.
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    Most WGU students qualify for financial aid, and WGU is approved for federal financial aid and U.S. veterans benefits. 





    






    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        Financial Aid
                        
                    
                
            
        
    



    




    


            
        
            
                



    
    

    
        
            
            [image: alt]
            
        

    
    
    





    Many scholarship opportunities are available. Find out what you might be eligible for.
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    *WGU undergraduate students have approximately half the debt at graduation compared to the national average, according to the Institute for College Access and Success (2022).





    




    


      
    

    




    
        
            
                



    
    

    FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE

A Different Way to Learn: Education Degree Programs Designed to Fit Your Life—and All the Demands on Your Time

At WGU, we understand that you have professional responsibilities, family obligations, and personal commitments. That’s why we offer a personalized, flexible approach to higher education. If you commit to the hard work and the challenge of a rigorous program, WGU makes it possible for you to get a solid, career-focused education that fits your life. Complete your coursework online, anytime and anywhere your schedule allows, and move through assignments and assessments at an accelerated pace if you’re able.
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    "WGU is for people with real-world experience. A lot of the time, that real-world experience can really help you in your assignments and courses.”

—Lissete Rico

 M.A. English Language Learning
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    CAREER OUTLOOK

Dedicate Your English Teaching Career to Breaking Down Barriers: Specialize in ELL

A nationwide shortage of ESL/ELL teachers has created a demand for educators with the knowledge and training to help students for whom English is not their first or native language. WGU's M.A. English Language Learning (PreK–12) degree program is specifically designed to prepare you to teach English language learners. (The specific endorsements you earn and grade levels you will be eligible to teach depend on your state.).

Some 5 million American students speak a language other than English in their homes. For these students, the language barriers they face can stand in the way of their ability to learn and succeed in the classroom—but they don’t have to. You can make a difference in the lives of these students, helping them learn and communicate effectively. This ESL masters degree online will prepare you to teach effectively in ELL or ESL settings, helping you connect to diverse learners and enabling you to rise as a leader in your school and community.
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    Return on Your Investment

On average, WGU graduates see an increase in income post-graduation





    






    

  
      

      
        



    
    

    
        
            
            [image: WGU graduates report an average salary increase of $22,200 within 2 years of graduation. WGU Graduates report an average salary increase of $30,300 within 4 years of graduation.]
            
        

    
    
    


























    Average income increase from all degrees in annual salary vs. pre-enrollment salary. Source: 2023 Harris Poll Survey of 1,655 WGU graduates.

Survey was sent to a representative sample of WGU graduates from all colleges. Respondents received at least one WGU degree since 2017.





    




    


      
    

    




    


      
    

    






    



    


            
        
    


    


    


      
    

    






    

  
      

      
        



    
    


    

  
      

      
        



    
    

    25%





    





    At least one in four schools with vacancies in ESL, foreign languages, or special education have found them very difficult or impossible to fill.

—National Center for Education Statistics







    




    



      

    


    








    







    




    



      

    


    







    

  
      

      
        



    
    


    

  
      

      
        



    
    
    
        
            
                



    
    

    WGU Has Alumni Teaching in Schools Across the Country

Graduates of WGU's online Teachers College have found meaningful, rewarding teaching careers in classrooms at:

	Inclusionary K–12 classrooms
	Middle/junior high schools
	High schools
	Private and charter schools






    




    



            

        
            
                



    
    

    Impressive Class of Graduates

Graduates of the WGU Teachers College include recipients of many professional honors, including:

	Gates Millennium Scholars
	Intel Grant for Mathematics and Technology
	Claes Nobel Educator of Distinction Award
	Milken Family Foundation National Educator Award
	Association of Public Charter Schools Educator of the Year Award






    




    



            

        

    



    



    



      

    


    





    



      

    


    







    

  
      

      
        



    
    
    
        
            
                



    
    

    ADMISSIONS

Master's Degree in English as a Second Language/English Language Learning Admission Requirements

If you enroll in a program that also includes a special endorsement, (such as the M.A. English Language Learning, PreK–12) and you plan to eventually apply for the endorsement, the following is required of you:

	A copy of a valid teaching license.
	Official transcripts that demonstrate you have earned a bachelor’s degree from a recognized accredited university.


An Enrollment Counselor will instruct you as to when and how to submit your teaching license prior to starting your program. 
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    Transfer Credits







    





    
        
            
            [image: WGU offers generous transfer policies. Talk to your Enrollment Counselor to learn about transfer options for a master's degree. You will still need to send in your transcripts to validate your bachelor's degree.]
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    Get Your Enrollment Checklist

Download your step-by-step guide to enrollment.
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    Get Your Questions Answered

Talk to an WGU Enrollment Counselor.
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                Is getting a master's in ESL worth it?
                
            
        

        


    

  
      

      
        



    
    

    For many current teachers, a master's degree in ESL or ELL can be a great way to enhance your abilities as an educator. Many ESL and ELL endorsed teachers are able to make more money, take unique classes, and have increased security in their school and district. 
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    There are many career opportunities for those with a master's degree in ESL or ELL, including:

	ESL instructor
	ESL program director
	Academic advisor
	Textbook or curriculum creator






    




    



      

    


    






    


        
            
                Is ESL a good career?
                
            
        

        


    

  
      

      
        



    
    

    For teachers who want to enhance their license, move into a unique education position, or take on additional classes which can increase job security and pay, an ESL license is a great way to go. An ESL license can help teachers make more money, be prepared to take on additional classes that increases their job security, or move into a unique education career path focused on helping diverse learners. 
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    If you want to become an ESL or ELL licensed teacher, you'll need a degree program that offers that licensure. Most licensure programs for ELL and ESL are in addition to your current license, so you'll need a bachelor's degree to prepare you to teach elementary or secondary grades, and then an ELL and ESL endorsement as well. WGU offers a master's degree in ESL and ELL endorsement that prepares licensed teachers for this additional credential.
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    WGU is approved to offer federal student aid. You will need to apply using the FAFSA, which is used to determine your eligibility for aid. WGU’s FAFSA school code is 033394.
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    Scholarships are available for new WGU students and returning graduates. This video shows more about scholarship opportunities and how they can help you pay for school. Get information on:

	How to apply
	Eligibility requirements
	Examples of scholarships
	What happens after you apply
	FAQs
	Other financial aid options
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    WGU's tuition is a flat rate that is charged every six months. You can take as many courses as you are able in that six-month term—with no extra cost. You simply pay for the term and do as much work as you can or want to during that time. This means that finishing faster helps you save money—a major benefit you won't find at most other schools. 





    




    



      

    


    






    


    





    



      

    


    





    



      

    


    








    




    



      

    


    







            
        

    








    

  
      

      
        



    
    

    Ready to Start Your WGU Journey?





    






    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        Apply Now
                        
                    
                
            
        
    



    




    



      

    


    





    



      

    


    





    



        
     



  
    
    

  


    

  
      

      
        



    
    


    

  
      

      
        



    
    


    

  
      

      
        



    
    


    

  
      

      
        



    
    

    
        
            
            [image: alt]
            
        

    
    
    




















    

  
      

      
        



    
    


    

  
      

      
        



    
    
  The University

  	About Us
	Accessibility
	Accreditation
	Newsroom
	Careers







  For Students

  	Student Portal
	Admissions
	Catalog
	Title IX
	Alumni Services







    



      

    


    







    

  
      

      
        



    
    
  Most Visited Links

  	Business Programs
	Bachelor's Degrees
	Student Experience
	Online Degrees
	Scholarships







  Support

  	Military
	Scholarships
	Financial Aid
	Faculty
	Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
	Testimonials
	Student Communities







    



      

    


    





  
    
      Privacy Policy
      |
    
      Cookie Policy
      |
    
      Contact Us
      |
    
      Sitemap
      
    

  

  
    
      
  
    
    [image: ]
    
    [image: ]
    
    [image: ]
    
    [image: ]
    
    [image: ]
    
    [image: ]
    
  



    


      ©2024 WGU. All rights reserved.

    
  






    



      

    


    





    


      
    

    




    


      
    

    




    


      
    

    




    


      
    

    





  
  


    



            
    
    







    

    

    
    

            
    
        
            
    
        
            
                VIEW SELECTED DEGREES
                
            

            
                

            

        

        
            
        

    


        
        
            
            
                
    
        
            
                
                    [image: ]
                    
                

                

            

            
                

            

            
                

            

        

    


            
            

        

    




    


        

        

    
        
    
    



    
