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Hey everyone. My name is Bob Curtis. I'm a course instructor in the graduate Cybersecurity Program, and I'm the Faculty Advisor for the WGU Cybersecurity Club. Today I'm talking about the WGU cybersecurity. Specifically, the who, what, where, when, how, and why behind the whole thing. Taking right off, as if you haven't heard about the Cybersecurity Club yet, you need to hear about it. This is one of the crown jewels of WG.

The club is run by students. It's for the students. In less than two years were almost 5,000 students participating, coming together. We're networking, we're learning, and gaining hands-on experience as well. This is really important. The community that we're a part of, the cybersecurity community is really supporting. Everybody reaches out, they like to help each other. That's really important. That's something that this club brings to our student experience here at WGU. The Cybersecurity Club was WGU's first student club, and we're just under two years old. I get already we have 5,000 club members and since we launched the club, we've also launched the Alumni Cybersecurity Club that now has about 1,200 members. We've launched the Order of the Sword & Shield Honor Society Club, just over a 1,000 numbers. WGU has also launched the Women and Technology Club. All four of those clubs are closely related. Now, the cybersecurity department manages the first tree and that's where I'm focusing today. We meet once a month, we meet on the third Thursday of the month, and typically we will meet to first of all, have a speaker that will come up and talk about how they got into the industry and to give people advice, a lot of job advice about how to get into the industry itself. Now, those are always recorded and we meet my Webex online virtual classroom.

We'll get the address for you whenever it's time. No worries. In addition to meeting once a month, we also meet continuously over three different platforms that we have. We have Horos platform, which is our main bulletin board, if you will. We have an MS Teams platform, and we also have a Discord server platform. That is where most of the action happens. In addition to meeting once a month for the ongoing Cybersecurity Club meeting, we meet all the time, mainly on Discord, and that's where all of this stuff happens. That's how we're able to help our students get online experience because you'll have the opportunity to participate in all kinds of red team and blue team activities. Red team for attack, blue team for defense and so forth. You'll be able to work through nice challenges. You'll be able to participate on a bug bounty program and so forth.

Again, once you join the club, we'll get you information on how to get sync up on the Teams channel and in Discord. That'll be coming too. We come back to the, why. Why should you be part of this club? The reason is, is that when people go out on their first interview, you'll find out that there's different things that we can talk about. One of those things that we can talk about is as what we learned within the books or within our program. But the other thing we can talk about is the kinds of hands-on experiences that we gain from participating in the WGU Cybersecurity Club. For example, if you can go into an interview and talk about, I participated in a capture the flag events. I participated in hack the box, I participated in a bug bounty program. It doesn't mean you're going to find a bug bounty that you get paid for. All it means is that you participated. But when you're able to start talking about the hands-on, the interview, takes out a whole new dimension. All of a sudden, you're connecting with your interviewer much more than if you didn't have that hands-on experience. Guys, to join the club, it's really easy. There's a link to join the club on the Community Outreach page of the WGU Center for Cybersecurity Education. We'll also make that available to you through either emails or if you're coming into C700, Secure Network Design in the graduate program, we make it available there too as well. You'll receive instructions in a separate email. Remember, this is all about you. We talked about the who, the what, the where, the when, the how, and the why of the WGU cybersecurity. Guys, this was hot. Take a look at it and see for yourself. That's all I have to say today. Have fun with it and hope to see you out there. Remember, this is for students, by the students, it's 100 percent free for our students. But you have to be a student in order to be part of the Cybersecurity Club. That's it for now guys. Thanks so much for listening and have a great day. Bye for now.
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