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OUR MISSION

OUR PROMISE

To change lives for the better by creating 
pathways to opportunity.

We provide strong returns on students’ educational 
investments through a deep connection to workforce 

needs, respected and relevant credentials, eliminating 
unnecessary costs, and generous financial assistance 

and transfer policies.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear graduates,

	 On behalf of all of us at WGU, I want to congratulate 
you on this incredible achievement. Your hard work, 
perseverance, and dedication have led you to this moment, 
and only you fully understand the sacrifices it took to reach 
this milestone.

	 It has been an honor to support you on this journey. 
Your degree represents not only a life-changing opportunity 
for you but also the potential to make a meaningful impact 
on the lives of others. As you join a proud network of more 
than 400,000 WGU graduates, we encourage you to stay 
connected through the Alumni Association.  

	 Thank you for letting us share this moment with you 
and your loved ones. We are proud of all you’ve achieved 
and excited for the opportunities ahead. Congratulations! 

Scott D. Pulsipher, President
Western Governors University
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Allison Massari
Resilience TEDx Speaker, Burn Survivor, Entrepreneur, Celebrated Artist

Voted one of the top ten best motivational speakers in North America for the past 
three consecutive years by Meetings and Conventions Magazine, Allison Massari’s 
quintessential story of courage and perseverance resonates with audiences long 
after an event has finished Hailed as “life-changing” “riveting” “authentic” “bold” 
and “deeply moving” Allison instills the essential tools of self-mastery, and teaches 
how to quickly access grace and resilience in the face of challenges. Through her 
unified work as an international keynote speaker, executive coach, and acclaimed 
visual artist, Allison provides an exceptional blend of business acuity, creative 
perspective, and genuine care - profoundly affecting audiences worldwide.  

Allison Massari has been recognized with esteemed speaking engagements 
including a main platform keynote at 2013’s Million Dollar Round Table conference 
(audience of 8,600 from 75 countries), and a TedX event in Spain. She has 
been featured on ABC News, NBC, and FOX and stars in the award-winning 
international documentary, Resolve (2015), hosted by the Head of Special Forces 
for the US Military in Afghanistan, where she teaches solutions to overcome 
adversity and PTSD. Her diverse client list includes: GE Healthcare IT, LPL Financial, 
Eli Lilly and Co., HIMSS/CHIME, Teva Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd., Allscripts, 
and Siemens Healthcare. In 2011, she was voted “#1 Rising Star” by the National 
Speakers Association based upon her stunning, authentic, and emotional 
presentations.

Allison found remarkable success, happiness, and an undeniable “fire’ within after 
overcoming two horrific car accidents that nearly took her life. In one, she was 
hit at 60 mph, burned alive, conscious the entire time, and sustained severe burns 
on over 50% of her body. She spent over 400 days in hospitals, doctors offices, 
and physical therapy centers, and learned to navigate her way to true healing, 
eventually creating an extraordinary life beyond anything she had dreamed 
possible. Amazingly, Allison views her experiences as a tremendous gift, one that 
gave her tools and understanding to share with others. Her breathtaking keynote 
blends powerful life lessons with compelling, insightful, and humorous stories, and 
offers actionable tools for people to immediately transform and manage their lives. 
“The truth is that the same internal fire and ‘command of self’ that I needed to heal 
my life is exactly what has given me success professionally.”
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER CONT’D
Allison’s vision and clarity, her honest and encouraging communication, and her 
gift in actuating the steps towards her clients’ success, make her an invaluable 
asset to any organization. She adapts her message to address the individual 
issues affecting each market and has worked with diverse industries including 
Finance, Insurance, Sales, IT, Healthcare, and Non-profits. In Healthcare, Allison 
has quickly become a leading educator - helping to heal burnout, offering support 
for compassion fatigue, and providing a preeminent program on patient-centered 
care for Continuing Medical Education (CME) and Continuing Education Units 
(CEU). As Allison states, “Compassion heals the places that medicine cannot 
touch.”

A diversified entrepreneur, Ms. Massari has built four enterprising businesses in the 
past 25 years. In addition to her success as a professional speaker and executive 
coach, her thriving fine arts business and jewelry line, Massari Fine Arts, LLC, has 
received commissions from prominent Fortune 500 companies including General 
Mills, Lockheed Martin, and US Airways. Her sublime and dynamic visual art 
serves as a breathtaking backdrop to her inspiring keynotes.

Allison believes deeply in the power of community and compassion. On the 
advent of her own recovery, she began helping children and teens with severe 
burn injuries. Her revolutionary and innovative outdoor sports programs, founded 
in 1998, continue to transform young people’s lives at the Adaptive Sports Center 
in Crested Butte, Colorado.
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GRADUATING CLASS PROFILE

Degree distribution by college:

Degree type:

7411,033

678
Business

Bachelors

335
Health

356
Technology

405
Education

Masters

38%

42%

19%20%23%

58%

Furthest distance traveled
from Guam

8,000
Percentage of graduates

from Illinois

24%

Number of states 
represented

(including U.S. territories)

46

Military graduates

Active duty Veterans

83

Rural

34

First generation
46%

Youngest Oldest
83

10% 117

Average age
36

16

1,774
Total Number of Graduates
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LEAVITT SCHOOL OF HEALTH &
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Welcome and Opening Remarks
Dr. Terrance Hopson

Regional Vice President, Midwest Region 

Anthem Singer
Brian Haverkate, Livonia, MI

M.S. Curriculum and Instruction

Graduate Speakers
Edgar Arellano, Austin, TX

B.S. Nursing

Elizabeth Clarke, Grand Rapids, MI
B.A. Educational Studies - Special and Elementary Education

Keynote Speaker
Allison Massari

Resilience TEDx Speaker, Burn Survivor, Entrepreneur, Celebrated Artist

Conferral of Degrees
Dr. Courtney Hills McBeth

Chief Academic Officer & Provost

Leavitt School of Health
School of Education

Closing Remarks
Scott D. Pulsipher

President
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SCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY &
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Welcome and Opening Remarks
Dr. Terrance Hopson

Regional Vice President, Midwest Region 

Anthem Singer
Joy L. Bryant, Goldsboro, NC

M.S. Human Resource Management

Graduate Speakers
Skyler Wynne, Aurora, IL

B.S. Business Management

Assanatou Sulemana, Frederick, MD
M.S. Computer Science, Human-Computer Interaction

Keynote Speaker
Allison Massari

Resilience TEDx Speaker, Burn Survivor, Entrepreneur, Celebrated Artist

Conferral of Degrees
Dr. Courtney Hills McBeth

Chief Academic Officer & Provost

Leavitt School of Health
School of Education

Closing Remarks
Scott D. Pulsipher

President
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MEMBER GOVERNORS

The Honorable Michael O. Leavitt, Chairman Emeritus
Governor, Utah 1993–2003

Alaska
The Honorable

Michael J. Dunleavy

Arizona
The Honorable

Katie Hobbs

California
The Honorable
Gavin Newsom

Colorado
The Honorable

Jared Polis

Guam
The Honorable

Lou Leon Guerrero

Hawaii
The Honorable

Josh Green

Idaho
The Honorable

Brad Little

Indiana
The Honorable

Mike Braun

Montana
The Honorable
Greg Gianforte

Nebraska
The Honorable

Jim Pillen

Nevada
The Honorable
Joe Lombardo

New Mexico
The Honorable

Michelle Lujan Grisham

North Dakota
The Honorable
Kelly Armstrong

Oklahoma
The Honorable

Kevin Stitt

Oregon
The Honorable

Tina Kotek

South Dakota
The Honorable
Larry Rhoden

Texas
The Honorable
Greg Abbott

Utah
The Honorable
Spencer Cox

Washington
The Honorable
Bob Ferguson

Wyoming
The Honorable
Mark Gordon
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

EMERITUS TRUSTEES

Joseph B. Fuller, Chair
Professor of Management Practice and  

Co-Head of the Managing the Future of Work Project at Harvard Business School

April Chou
Managing Director

Jasper Ridge Partners

Cole Clark
Managing Director, Higher Education

Deloitte

Dwana Franklin-Davis
CEO, Reboot Representation

Dr. Harold Lee Martin, Sr.
Chancellor Emeritus, North Carolina 

Agricultural and Technical State University

Lenny Mendonca
Former Chief Economic and Business 

Advisor
State of California

Talia Milgrom-Elcott
Founder & Executive Director

Beyond100K & Starfish Institute

Eloy Oakley
CEO, College Futures Foundation

The Honorable
Jared Polis

Governor, State of Colorado

Scott D. Pulsipher
President, Western Governors University

Dr. Ruth Watkins
President, Postsecondary Education

Strada Education Foundation

Jessie Woolley-Wilson
Operating Partner, Owl Ventures

The Honorable
Jim Geringer

Director, Policy & Public Sector, ESRI
Former Governor, State of Wyoming

(1995–2003)

David Simmons
Chairman & CEO

Simmons Media Group

Dr. Samuel H. Smith
President Emeritus,

Washington State University
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Welcome to our growing alumni network,
now more than 400,000 strong!

Stay connected, network with colleagues, and learn
about the many resources and benefits available to you:

Vist the Alumni Resources Website

GET SOCIAL

Share the excitement!
Use #WGUgrad to tag your commencement posts.

CONGRATULATIONS, 
NIGHT OWLS! YOU DID IT!


