
Work-Based
Learning

Prepares learners for a
specific professional skill
or skills tied to a career

pathway

Recognition for
exceptional completion of

an opportunity and
mapped to a specific skill

or disposition

Certifications

A third-party credential
that qualifies for a

particular job or set of
professional skills as
required by industry 

Licenses

A state’s grant of legal
authority to practice a

profession within a
designated scope of

practice

WGU Academic Awards
Badge Example

WGU Academic Credentials
Badge Example

Verified Awards

Prepares for a particular
job or set of professional

or academic skills

Micro-Credentials

Prepares for employment
and advancement in a

specified career
trajectory or for more

advanced study

Degrees

WGU Issued

3rd Party Issued

WGU's Unified Achievement Framework defines and governs every skills-denominated achievement
a student can earn, from Degrees and Micro-credentials to work-based achievements and third-party
Licenses and Certifications. One unifying approach keeps each credential verified, workforce-
relevant, and ready to surface in the learner's Achievement Wallet.

Unified Achievement Framework

Value
Advance opportunity through

competency-based education by
redefining what education can
do through earning durable,
demonstrable achievements.

Integrity
Verify evidence of competence

through relevant,
psychometrically sound

assessments, however and
wherever it was earned.

Marketability
Align every competency to high-

value, workforce-demanded
skills.

Transparency
Issue clear, portable

achievements that students carry,
verify, and demonstrate to

employers.

Personalization
Personalize pathways to

achievements ensuring equitable
access and attainment shaped

by the student experience.

Every achievement is measured and governed against all five Core Academic Commitments.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License. Western Governors University, WGU,

and associated logos are registered trademarks of Western Governors
University. 

We welcome your questions and feedback. Contact us at
credentialintegrity@wgu.edu. Scan the QR code to view this
document online and learn more about WGU.
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